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The Hammond* Organ ^rory hpgan m a 
[oil over dn Evdrislon ftrorpry^iloje.for IT 
waslhere, even before a nelfclncnrgsn 
wai contemplated, that [he organiza- 
Tmn was bom ihat wai to becorne the 
loundpr anri leading member of an 
irdusiry. Today the Hammond name, i? 
known and re spec' ed araund I he wnrldr 
Djring the past 50 ycar^, Harnmond 
Organ? have bren 5old rhroughouT The 
world to the tLHp of well over a biilion 
dolbr^ The storre^ they could tcf I would 
fjl^ volumes. 

As we review The past 50 years jnrf the 
great strides which have t»een made by 
the t^ompdnv ^inte iht iirsi Hjinmoiid 
Organ was invened in 193'!, PTe^nJeru 
Donald R. Sauvcy and his entire ^ijif 
look for^vard to even greater achieve- 
menii for the organization which 
ljurn,hed iht orj^an Industry. Wi(h an 
outsundlng line of organs for prospec- 
tive customers ol nearly every economk 
level and degree of musical ability, whh 
a highly selective dealer organijaiion, 
with strong top management teams in 
the areas of research, engineering, 
manulacEuring and marketing, and with 
the linancidl Cdpabiliiy necessary lo 
buppoEl the conlinuing gruivth oi rhe 
orudfiiialionr Hammond Organ Cum- 
pany looks CO nf id cnity to the expanding 
future of ihe organ induEirv and to lis 
continued leadership In thji industry , 

Over [he years, the company has broad- 
ened it* base through acquiiitions Lo 
Strengthen hs position as an indepen- 
denl conipany and ji a leader in Ihe 
music industry. The mosi outstanding 
acquisifionB la the induslry were the 
addiffons of the CJbbs ManuEattuiing 
and Research Corporation and Ihe Elec- 
tro Music Company, These companies 
hflue been combined with [he Ham- 
mond family under the Atcutronlcs 
name lo be the industry leader in Ihe 
manufaclure and distribution of reverb 
units and Leslie* Speakers. 

Laurens Hammond, the inventor of the 
Hammond Organ and the foundef of 
the company which bears his name, was 
borr^ on January 11, 1895, in Evanston, 
Illinois That same year a gentleman m 
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Hamburg, Germany, invcnied an elet- 
trio dock powered by a synchronous 
motor ihdE kept time by opeiatinB i*^ 
phase with the dlternaiin^ current Irom 
a power plant. That two such disparate 
events in two such distant platsf^ could 
ever converge in one sfory is but a no I her 
confirmation ol the old cliche Ihal truth 
i^ stranger than rlciioor 

Laurent Hammond wa* later lo Invent a 
synchronous electric clock whose motor 
would become an essential parr of his 
electric organ And he was to discover, 
together with all his clock competitors, 
that hiii patent had been superseded 
fromthedayhe was born by an unknown 
tinkerer tharyear in Hamburg. 

Young Hammond's mother did much to 
encourage Laurens and hi5 three sisters 
in their creativity. She took her children 
to Europe In 1S98, following the death of 
her husband, to pursue a career as a 
professionalpainier While living I n Paris, 
upon her encouragemeni 1-1 yeai old 
Laurens patented his plan fur an auto- 
matic automobile transmission and 
presented if to the Renault Motor Car 
Companyr AlihouBh his idea Ais rejected 
{1909 was too early for such an idej}. his 
dreamof becoming an mventorwdi not 
dampened. 

Laurens Hammond always maintained 
Ihat he could notcarrvaluneor play an 
instrumenl.but he was ejiposedio music 
early fn life while in Dresden and again 
later when serving as an acolyle dl St. 
Luke's Episcopal Church in Evamlun 
after returning home in 1909. 

En gi nee ring, science flnd invent ion were 
hisdieamsand he was only sinteen years 
old when he obialned a patent on an 
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improved barometer [Hal would sell for 
i>nly -1 dollar, yet was so sensitive in 
rriea^uring air pressure above sea level 
that lE could register the difference in 
altitude from the floor to the top of his 
desk. Whilt hii invention found no 
ready martei, il brought him $300 and 
laughtthe lesion [bar an invention alone 
Is not enough- -il needs a buyers' markei- 

Hammond went on to coilegp, enrolling 
in mechanical enjiineenng al Cornpll 
University, His rnrere^ls were so broad 
jnd his talent so evidpnt thai he look an 
advanced electrical pngineermg enami- 
nation by mistake, and passed it 

Th*? 5ummej of 1914 rafned on most of 
thewnrlH ihf bloodiest war that historv 
had known. The course of events for 
nations ^md for men changed beyond 
speculation ol what might have been- 
But for ihe inlfirvenrion of World War I, 
Laurens Hammond might have continued 
in hf^ fob at the McCord Rndiaror Com- 
pany in Detroit where h e had gone after 
graduation from Cornell. 

Insltad, he went lo France wilh the 
army- recur nlng after the armistice for a 
two-year period of emp luy merit as chieF 
engineer at thcCray Molor Companyin 
Deiruil, Michigan, a manufacturer of 
marine engines. 

The interruptions of war, however, did 
nothing (o lessen hi? interest in tinker- 
ing, desi^nrng and invennng. Annoyed 
by the loud licking ol spring driven 
clocks, in ^920 he invented a "ticl:less" 
clock in which the noisy motor was 
enclosed in a soundproof boa. Mar- 
keted by the Ansonia Clock Company, it 
provided hrm with enough money to set 
hrmsefluplnbu5irtessasaninvencir....^nd 
to Turn his mind lo the ways of clocks 
and the speculation of how eleclrlrrty 
could perform this mundane bul preci- 
sion job. 

The Ha mniond Organ perhaps had its 
rernote beginning three years after the 
war wh^n Hammond rented a loft in 
Now York Cirv ^nd setup hisown labor- 
atory. There he developed his famous 
synchrorhous motor that revolved in phase 
with the 60 cycle electric power plant 
alternating current then becoming 
standard. 
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The follo^ins yeiv. 1922.. the tiny anci 
efHcieni motor be^dm? an essential 
cfpinent oi the (ir&[ three iJimeni,iorial 
movies. Hflinmond filmed scenes through 
twocamer^^ fiKed at the dlsunce sepa- 
rating human eye ^,Wher* thrown on Ihe 
screer^, the nver lapping pictures were 
viewiedai a single, 3-D picture through a 
muloi -powered devjce with a revolving 
shuuerihafdliernatelyexpoied the scene 
TO one eye and ihen ihe oihpr. 

The syBiem wjs i^ld lo the Belwyn Theater 
in New York City throuyh the Teleview 
Corpordtif/ri. Reception by audience*! 
jnd critics was tin thuiidhiic, but the ven- 
ture collapsed in thirry days fur latk of 
continued support by the movie indus- 
try and the public. He then made (he 
4y*iii!m morcoconomjcal by simpli lying 
the Viewing device to a pafr of card- 
board spectacle'* with onp eyepiece red 
and the other j^teenr U wa^ lhi^3-D vcr- 
sronth at wjs revived for a short while in 
the 1930'5. in the T950's and once agarn 
in Ihe 19Sfl's. In 1922 It was used for 
spectacular stage effects in iheZiegJeid 
Folliei and in ^^i It was once again used 
In present the realism of "Idws IN". 

Income from the Ziegfeld Follies inven- 
tion permitted Hammorid and his new 
bride 10 take a leisurely rouf of Europe. 
Bv 1925, the revenue ceased flnd the 
prospect ol Returning a fathei created 



the necessity oHinding work. After sev- 
eral unsuccessful inventions. Hammond 
and E, F.Andrew^ofrhe Andrews Radio 
Company founded The Andrews- 
Hammond Laboratory. 

Thjrikins about fadio. They saughtwme 
way to operate (hoic early day battery- 
powered rereivei"^ with houschoid 
dlLeiiiaiing current. Ihe snfulion was 
the "A-Boi" [hat changed alternating 
IQ direct cunenl The invention was 
soon in pioduclion in their tittle labora- 
tory over ail Fvanston, Illinois grocery 
Store. 

In 1926. Ihe research-oriented team oi 
Hammond and Andrew:i hiied a 
salesman- Emory Penny, Also recruited 
In thi? period wijv J businessman whose 
oTganlrational and adminiiiiraUve abili- 
ties were to prove of inestimable value 
to Hammond enterprises -Forrest H, 
Redmond. 

Redmond as vice prp^Tdenr and Penny 
as sales managerot the A-Box Corn pany 
%oon denionstrated the busine^^ ability 
that was to make (he Hammond Organ 
the industry leader. Penny\ phenomenal 
sales abiliiy helped run up profits of 
S175,000 until, onte agam, the seem- 
ingly inevitable happened... ihp radio 
industry brought out receive rsthatcould 
be plugged directly into wall outlets. 

In 1928, George H. Stephens became 
Hammond's ':hief engineer, esldblish- 
ing [he reputation foroui^tanding qual- 
ity in all of its products over the years. 
He was directly responsible for final 
marmf^iciurmg design of all Hammond 
products—ranging from clocks and 



elecii-ic bridge tables to electric organs 
and World War H aircrahrontrol devices. 

A result of this a^embled tafem along 
with many hours of laboratory time -iaw 
the pprfpflinn of an electrrc clock using 
ideas from Hammond's ^ound-proofed 
"tickkss" clock and his synchfonnui 
electric molor. In 192B, the Hammond 
Clock Company wd^ incorporated under 
The laws of Hhnois wilh Redmond ds 
general manager and Penny as sales 
manager. Thefanory wa^&tiHa lofcovef 
an Evanston grocery store. 

Hammond'^ fonune:* a", last began to 
soar even though the competJuon was 
stiff. The Hammond Clock Company 
showed a profit of SS07720 (remember 
that In that day. Federal Income Ta)ies 
only amounted to 569^271! 

The only difficulty with the Hammond 
Clock was caused by the disinterest of 
the power companies in keeping their 
current at a steady &0 eyries. The hnge- 

nious soliilion w^s [u have Hammond 
salesmen give an elecltic clock lo every 
electric utility engmeej- in charge of the 
current'^ Frequency, Thus, to be sure his 
own clock would operate perfectly in 
his home, [he enginecf svouid keep 
const (I nt therk of Tiis generating 
equipment af the powej plant. 

The company was prospering in 1530 as 
the clouds of the Great Depression drew 
evpr closer. The fa rlory had been moved 
from Evanston lo a plant on Ravens- 
wood Avenue in Chicago and then to a 
Jive-story brick building al 291S Morth 
Western Avenue, 
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Competkion was ^pcJkd by many 
names. ...sogluiled wjslhemsrkeT wIlH 
elecfjjc clocks {and &q penniless wjs 
America's popjidliun) ihar the hollo m 
Fell idlL One hundred and 'iffy dock 
compgnies wen[ oj) of business in 193? 
ami dumped Iheii ivmainfnn; mvenloty 
for whatever price ihey could get. 

The Hamrnopd Clock Company ^hnok 
lo i(s financial fDundarcDoi. Wfigley 
Chewing Gum helped b htTle by using a 
half million &9 cenr plasirc Hammond 
Cloflc? a? premiums^ but ^illl the effect 
on The Hammond ireasury was 
insignrficam. 

The turnpany wai possibly saved from 
iht^pii uf bankruptcvby the head clock 
salesman. Wiltiam Heunecker, He 
obtained a S75flOO jdvant^e ori d sizea- 
ble order from The Posral Teiceraphr 
Company for fho large, 12- to 15-incK 
di^Jcrpcksrhdtare&iillohen sesn keep- 
fng dccuraie ifms in many busine^es 



across the nalion. 

By the summer of 1931, bank? were fail- 
Ttig. inilllons q1 workers were unem- 
ployed and ihe naTion wa? literaTly in a 
^laleof despair. Thai spring, Stanley M. 
Sorensen was graduated from rhlr^go'^ 
Schur; High School. He was interested 
In pursuing a career in accounting, but 
felFfortunaTf rnlandingajobaf the mail 
boy al Hammond Clock Company tor 
erght dollars a week. In 1955, Sofensen 
W4E lo become pre^tdeni of Hamrnond 
Organ Company. 

Laurens l-lammond perfected a device 
thai shuffled a pack of playing Lards imo 
four piles and began burtdinjj thl^ 
mechanism Inro a bridge table. The 
bcidge table was poicnied in November 
oi 1932 and 14,000 were made and sold 
by Christ mas for the high depression era 
price of $25. The lirie was disconlinuedn 
primarily because ihe natronal income 
h^d Fallen Eo €0 percent of its 1929 leveL 
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Laurens Hammor»d was an avid and 
acute reader wflh a remarkable memory. 
Undoubtedly by 19JB Hanrimond had a 
reading acquaintance with the devel- 
opments in electrical and elecronlc 
production of music sound. The G^iaci 
pointalwhich a new idea JB conceived is 
usuaily difficult If not impossible to pin- 
poinl The tact ihal Laurens Hammond 
lurned his non-mu^lcal mind to ihe 
invention of electric music, however, is 
generally traced to his search for pro- 
ducts ihar could use his synchronous 
motor. 

The constant sound of the phonograph 
from ihefounh floor lesi room pPu^ the 
weird eleclrical sounds squeaking from 
Hammond's third floor lab at the West- 
ern Avenue plan! Ifier^lly made ihe 
building tremble ar limes- None bui a 
[rained musician could fiher ouT a single 
note from the vast array of musical 
tones. 

One musician did. He was William L 
Lahey, assistant Ereasurer, and also 
organisl d1 Sr. Chriilopher't Episcopal 
Church jn ihe Chicago suburb of Oak 
Paik. At Ihe end of one parricularly eaf- 
^hiilleF'ing day, Hdmrnond jpprodched 
Lahey. "Bill," he asked, "did you hear 
any unusual sound distinctly today?" 
Lahey said ihal he had noted some- 
thing, r-,.a flute sound. "Welf," replied 
Hammond, "I've made an electric flute." 

That one nofe of the flute, The wind 
Of [jan's firsJ solo stop of more than *00 
years e^Hier, tiecame rhe genesis of the 
electric organ. 
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The heanoilhe musical apparaius heard 
from the third floor labordlory was 3 
tone wheel generator. Abojtihc Sf^e of 
d silver dollar. The wheel wa^ made with 
a pjllerned edge ai proTiudrng humps 
orrounded, cog-likp profectlon^ which 
revolved in front of an Blecij-omagnet. 

And It worked [By wiritljrfcg a wire around 
Ihe m^Rnet hewa^ able "f> pick up ihi^ 
induced llucruating current and feed ii 
fnlo a radio amplifrer. There The tiny 
cunenl was built up (o a level where It 
Wuuld work a loudspeaker and di!,lurb 
the air in a room ^o thai human eari 
could pick up ihe ^ound waves. 

He had generated electrlcirv jusr as 
many before him haddonp, bui he had 
dibtovered how to evoke exactly iho^e 
electrical wave paiierns that could be 
converted to musical notes. And the 
ba^ic api>aratLs was as simple as a cog 
wheel on a sh^fi fumed bv a synchio- 
iioufi motor. Vet a single pure note of 
the mus^icai scale. OT even all the iioles, 
could not produce the multi -wave sounds 
that are the essence of music. 

A group of engini?cr& wa$ assembled co 
help in ihe seemingly imposjiihle taskof 
duplicdiing Ihe sounds of a pipe Ofgan. 
A| one lime ihere was an assemblage of 
enough lone wheel gen era tors, 5 witches 
and wiling to stuck a warehouse. 

Thisappardius produced music of a ^ort 
but it hardly mei Hammond's specif ica- 
lionB for a relatively inexpensive msuu- 

ment of ru^j^ed construction, easy to 
care for and hopefully then, of a si/e 
"srrhall enough to carry in ihe back seal 
of a tavlcab," 

Afrerdismanillns a second hand piano, 
Lauren; Hammond sj^ed only the key- 
board, which he equipped with simple 
switches connecting each key id ihe (wo 
wires thai led across the room to a 
threaded maie of circuitry. This maze of 
circuitry itself led to the ne:<t discovery 
which in turn led th IS greai invention on 
to progressive theories. When rhe wires 
were hooked logether a^<^ attachpri lo 
one piano key, a new sound was pro- 
duced! One Tonp blended wiih the 
other to produce a (bird and more com- 
plex wave pattern. Another generator's 
sound was added, then another, until it 
became certain that a combination of 
the right wire connections could build 
millions of tones from a limited number 
of generator wheek. 



All through the remainder of 195J and 
into "193-4 the days of woik were intense 
and long. After months of laborious 
experimentation, Hammond and ht^.^irfes 
concluded thai51 lone wheels of differ- 
ent shapes were sufficient to produce all 
The sounds rt^juired foi the combine- 
-lions most pleasjni and familiar to Ihp 
human car. U was necessary ihat the 
lone wheels revolve at ditferent speeds, 
so precisely accurate gearinR had lo be 
developed to transmit the power from a 
single shatl to each whsel. Hammond's 
synchronous motor, rated at only about 
one one- hundredth of a horsepower, 
kept Ihe shaft spinnmg at a corfsiant 
speed. Only when a key on rhe manual 
was depressed would a ^enes of switches 
close and send a tombinaiion of tone 
wheel sounds to the amplifier and on to 
the loudspeaker. For example, the sound 
from the wheel whc^se bumps passed 
the magnet at the rate of 4^10 a second 
produced the interna tional standard nole 
of "A". 

Pure, single wave notes, or fundamen- 
ials pToducc recogniiable and accepta- 
ble music. However, like the relalivrly 
pure notes of the flule, such music can 
become monotonous and sir idem unless 
"mellowed "or colored by of her sounds 
such as that of the k^iolin with ris many 
harmonics- The builders nf the first 
Hammond Or^an knew they would have 
lo make ihe other sounds above and 
below the fundamental available lo the 
player. And ihey knew thai the volume 
or intensity of each lone would have to 
be con Irci lied. 

The j^olution was found in a complejuty 
cf some 1,500 tiny switches with loiig- 
weartng paladium contact points and 
eight-and-a-half miles of wire, some as 
Ihin as a human hair. Each key on ihp 
manual depressed nrne twitches. Each 
swiicb wds connected lu different 
drawbars situated above the keyboard 
|[ was these unique Hammond harmonic 
drawbars thai permitted the Hammond 
player to mix fundamental tones with 
overtones and control the volume of 
each of ihese lne«edlcnis In the musical 
melange of sound. Now called "Tone- 
bars*". <hty could he set to produce 
millions of difierenl tones. 

The lesting of the first prototype mode! 
began in 1935 when Lahey came from 
his Treasury division office, pulled up a 
bench, and played Biahms' First Sym- 



phony. Soon two organist-fypisis were 
employed lo lake turns playmp rhe 
jnsirumeni hourafier hour andday after 
dav. News of the miraculous invention 
leaked out and visitors from manyparis 
of the world dropped indl Hammond's 
Western Avenue plant to listen In 
j^dmiration. 

As winier approached, all effort was 
focused on perfecting the mechanism 
of the tone generator, the circuits, the 
iranstormer that blended the rones, (he 
amplifier and the speaker that produced 
the sound of rhe music. Misfortune 
seemed once again lo shadow Laurens 
Hammond- The ireasurer'i projection 
indicated thai the company would lose 
almost a quarter ot a million dollars tor 
the Eiscal year 1933. 

By January of 1934, the time for action 
could be delaved no longer. Laurens 
Hammond packed up ihe "packing box 
prototype" organ and look il diietlly lo 
the United Stales Patent Olfice in 
Washington, D C, There il wasset up in 
the buJl ding's basement. 

Patent office officials were more than 
usually aiienirve. They knew of the 
many previous aitempts to build an 
electric organ, and they were inte rested 
in doing their utmost 10 push any pro- 
duct into produrtion that gave even 
slight promise of providing jobs for 
workers A^ Ibe organist began to play, 
the rich tones filtered through ihe build- 
ing, attracting a crowd of employees 
from the upper floors. It was noi difficult 
to predict that the original iiy and worth 
of Hammond's invention would lead to 
quick approval. The pateni was granted, 
in almost recorritlmeH on April 24, 1934, 

The world's first practical electric organ 
was scarcely back In Chicago when, on 
February 7, ^^^A. two engineers from 
the Ford Motor Company arrived With 
instructions from Henry Ford htmseU, 
They were lo iiurvev the held and 
determine whether they could huild an 
elecrric organ for the music-loving 
inventor of the Ford automobile. When 
they heard the Hammond Organ and 
examined its design, they knew thai 
their job had been done for ihem. Their 
report to Ford brought forth the first 
order for Ihe musical instrument that 
was not yet in production Delivery of 
one of the i^irsl models off the line was 
promised following public fniroduction. 
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Arrive in the developmeni of ihe organ 
in its first year Yfib Milwaukeean |ohn 
Hanert, As a youth he had plav*d pipe 
organ accompanimRmi^ar 51 lenl movies 
jnd laier gone 10 work for Capuin 
Ranger who inverted ihc vacuum lube 
orgsn [hai was demonsfraied briefly in 
ihe early 1^30*. 

In 19H NJriert read aboui the Ham- 
mond Organ pal^nT and decided he 
wanted to become a member of the 
Hi'simond research ream. Because oi 
his knowledge of mti^lc and electrlcj! 
and electronic engmcering, he wjt 
employed as a research engineer. His 
inventive mind produced many Ham- 
mond innovation5"the SoIovok. the 
vibrato system, the EmrAvoice and the 
pedal iolo unll- Hi* vibrato iy^tem was 
ihc first ihai could be u^ed with lone 
generators of the wheel type. Itjall, his 
patents totaled 57. 

Emory Penny, sales manager since the 
days of ihe A-Bok, dnd John Hanerl 
wereseleclcd lo present the new organ 

to ihc public. Loading one of [he first 
units produced into a b^Ueied Ford 
panel irLck, they ser out for New York 
and the first {and onjyt Industiial ArU 
Espo^iiion m Radio City's RCA Building. 
On the way they were ro slop off in 
PelTolland give fl demonstration for the 
company's liisl customer—Henry Ford, 

Early rii^ing Ford met early arriving 
Penny and Haneti at Ihe Dearborn 
Laboralorfes which ihey had reached 
along rojgh and muddy roads, giving 
[he electric organ an unintended road 
leBt far durabiliTy. RelucUntly following 
dircclion^ lo driue iheii truck info a 
building with gleaming oak floors, they 
patiently waited hitif the day for the 
molorlycoomogivEihcirorj'and hear- 
iFig. Their stay [hardly relieved by Ford's 
practicing hill-billy band and a lunch of 
grupling soybean dishes) ended with an 
audience that protfured an unenpected 
order for six organs- 
One of the Ford organs was exhibited 
for more than a quarter of a century in 
Ford's Greenfield Museum in Dearborn 
until consumed in a fire thai destroyed 
many '^firsts" of Amen can indusirv. (dur- 
ing those years it was seldom idle, how- 
ever, for Hcniy Ford routed it ihrouph 
all of his plants and loaned it for many 
won h while causes, 

The road from Detroit lay straight lo 
NewVorkCity where, on April 15, 1935, 
ihe Ha mmo nd el eciric orgati was unvei led 
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lo nearfy unanimous critical acclaim, 
Pictro A, Von, organi^i of Hew Vork 
Clly'*> St. Patrick Cathedral, and Fritz 
Reiner, later conductor of the Chicago 
^ymphonyn took turns at the keyboafd, 
a^ did George Gershwin (who imme- 
diately ordered one for his own use). 
Metropolitan Opera stars Rosa Ponselle 
and Giovanni Martlnelli sang to the 
Hammond Organ's accompaniment thai 
day, while Deems Taylor looted on 
approvingly. 

Production and delivery of organs wa^ 
more the problem m those first months 
of 1935 than gelling Organ demonstra- 
tions were arranged at such public pla- 
ces as skating rinks and race trackS- 
The^e public showings created ihe 
headline news that populdrized Ihe 
insirumenl. 

The company's iirsi advprliwment fn 
the April 25th issue of MUSICAl AMER- 
ICA magazine was, with ii^ dignified, 
insiiTUtlona! style message and layout, in 
ihar p contrast with the publicity stunts, 
"A notable musical development," (he 
ad began, "the Hammond Organ is a 
new musical instrument. Vet it is buih lo 
conform lo esiablished pipe organ 
slandariii, requires pipe organ technique 
ofthe musician who plays it, and produ- 
ces the entire range of tone coloring 
recessajy for the rendition, without sac- 
rifice* of Ihe great works of dassrcal 
organ literature. In addition, ii perroits 
many tone colors never before heard on 
anymu^iicaUnsirumcnt It is installed by 
pluggingimoanelectric light sot keL,..." 

The first demonstration models were 
plugged Into light sockets overmuch of 
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Ihe nation during that first year. Penny, 
applying the same fervor to the organ 
I hat he had to the selling of clocks and 
bridge tables, piled up orders for 1,400 
organs as he vpsiJed one music dealer 
alter a no (her from Coa5t lo CC»ast, 

Prices starting at S1.250 would have 
seemed likely to discourage depretilon 
era buyers, butt he co^^i was actually neg- 
ligible compared to the heavy invest- 
ment required far a traditional pipe 
organ And of great sates value, aside 
from the instrument's instantly popular 
sound, was the fact that the Hammond 
Organ never required tuning and its 
maintenance was little moie than an 
occasional drop or two of oil. 

One of the first lo siartd enthralled in 
[he lobby of the Hammond Clock Com- 
pany on Western Avenue at the new 
electrical instrument was played w^s 
MiUHerth He had spent his Lst 15 Lents 
for carfare to see and hear this wonder 
of the day. Mot long after, in Aueusi, 
193S, stone broke, he hitched a ride to 
Gary, Indiana, to audition as organist at 
radio station WIND He got the |ob, and. 
[oi 30 yeais was practically "married to 
the Hummond \ 

Herlh's slacrato style of playing the 
Hammond on WlNO and other radio 
stations caught on quickly and became 
the distinguishing characteristic of his 
work. His "Stomping at the Savoy" 
recording of 1936 was the first of mdny 
discs that helped build his lame as a 
leadingemertainer of theater, radio and 
night clubs. 
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The Novafhord wasan instrumeni con- 
ceived largely in Laufeng Hammond'^ 
mmd--an organ ihat would produce eII 
the 5r>und^ of an orrhc^Tra from notes 
gereraced by radio variium fubes. 
Inlroduced in 19.19 it rhe Now York 
World'? Fair, with Collins Driggs at ihc 
key boa rd, il seemed lo provide whanhe 
musical world had wanted- 

Resemhllng a piano in appearancej the 
devire produced music with dma^in^ 
le^emhlflur^ to rhat oi s dunce band, 
Bui the public^vidpmly preferred to sec 
ihe band, and Ehe Iniirumem never 
Ciue^'on, 

The Nov a chord was diBconlinued at Iht 
outbreak ol World War II but ihe ba^k 
idea in vhh i\ni purely elecrronic organ 
was predecessor To all the Hammond 
and other vacuum lube and iranstsioi 
sound general ng oi^an^. 

A cutiou^ producl appeared under iHe 
Hammond namein153B Cur iuiis because 
il seemed lo tak e a slep hackwaid out ol 
ihe eleLirical age and borrow soine 
wind 'rum the old pipe organ, Il wa? a 
roll player organ. The in&trumeni wat. 
the basic 1537 BC Model Hammond in a 
higher ca^e ro accommodate the roll 
playing rnethanisni thai was made avaiJ- 
able ihrough agreemeni wirh The Aeo- 
lian 5ki n nsr Organ Company ol Bo&ron . 
Thf basic pricf; of %Z.OOO. however, was 
more than [he pubHc Wflritcdto payfoj- 
an automatic organ, so the model was 



disconiinjed after (hat firslyeai tap^i^- 
duclion olorly 100). 

But the Hammond Company had more 
I ricks up iti iksve. In 1940 ii introduced 
rhe Solovox, an elenronic sppaialus 
invented by John Hanert to augrr>enl a 
piano with accompaniment or orches- 
tral sounds. The Solovox, generaliog 
sound with uacuum tubes, had a Ihree 
octavekeyboard arranged like the piano, 
bui it could be played over a lix oclave 
range- II had 12 lone sdtcfor^ that pro- 
duced A broad range ol ^ound effect 
insianlly popular with pcino enlertam- 
eti and piano owners. Three model* 
were brought out in ihe years from 1940 
[a 1948. after which it was discontinued. 




One ol the many women who became 
famous and helped the popularity of [he 
electric organ, was the noted organist 
Ethel Smith. Siorlci vary as to where she 
f\T5\ saw the Hammond. Bui. whether il 
wai on a Hollywood mowle lo( or while 
she was vacationing in Miami, Ethel fell 
in tovewith The Hammond, 

It was while she was playing at the 51. 
Regis Ho^el that she received a phone 
cdH from the New York Hammond 5Tu- 
diu lo dress her best and rush over 
IJpon firrivingi she met the owner ol the 
elei;ant Copacabana Club m Rio de 
Janeiro who wanted ^n auracfive girl to 
plav the Hjmmond in his flub lor a 2G 
week enRagement. Elhel wanred the 
ob,and got it. She stayed in Brazil about 
.i year, as fascinaied with lejrning the 
Souih American rhythms as her audien- 
ces were In hearing her play them on the 
rfammond. 
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After her rr-rurn ro New Vork, Ethel 
Smith wffs enrfrtainlng at the St, Regis 
one evening when ^he was asked to join 
a gentleman ai his lable The man was 
George Washington Hill.fabledheadof 
the Amencan Tobacco Company, He 
had heard her play m Rio and wanted 
her for his Saturday night radio pro- 
gram. "The Hn Parado". 

Hercareer was truly launched and Eihel 
Smith earned some of the highest fees 
ever paid a radio instrumentalist. Her 
recording of "Tico. Tico" sold more 
than two miUioiK copies. 



The hgno* of uwnfng ihe fir?? Ham- 
mond Orj^an +ifl6 been a rratter ot con- 
irouersy, wilh George Gershwin being 
accordfrd ihe IJife. Bui in aclualif;^, the 
Hapnmond in^fiurtient withSenal Number 
One was delivered lu Kansas Cilv and 
sold to the Piseo MBlhudisl Church. 
More Ihan a dt>J«n years Idler, Reve- 
rend Idward W. PolU wroie Ihe com- 
pany Ihat upkeep on ihe oro;an had 
amounted only loa new ^et nf lubei ^or 

the amplJMer but he added that he 

mi^hl need lo order dnorher (an oi oil 
before lung] (The Paseo organ ha^ now 
l>een Jepiaced by a later modef, but 
Hjmmond Number One is slril 
perform ins-) 

Twenty-live hundred or^am were pro- 
dliCed with out any change in l he mndel. 
't^ Swell and Great m^inuals e»rh had 
61 key* and (here uvas a 25 nore pedal 
keyboard. There were 3fi harmonic 
drawbars. Iwo sels ul "f"*' ioi each 
manual, and two drawbars fui ihe ioot 
pedals to conlrol ihe B' and W organ 
tone*. In dddllfon there were 18 preset 
kev& ihal enabled ihe organist in switch 
Instanlly lu iht; in*lrijniental or other 
voice he deiired whhoui setting the 
h^f monic drawbars. 

The 35^ pound fnsl'UJrieni al^a had one 
expre^sian peddl conlfollmg The Swell, 
Greal and Pedal keybaards, and there 
wds one adjustable iremulanf for all 
three. All this wa* contained in a con- 
so It;, m iiahinei.ihal was only a fraction 
over four *eet wide, three feet high and 
two feet deep. "Church organ In a pack- 
ing box" was a jcasonably exact 
rie^fripiion- 

Awcond model was introduced in 1936, 
ihe onJy change being a new ca^e with 
gome^'hat different woodwork A Lhird 
modoJ for ihe church markelwa^ virtu- 
al lyihc &Ejme- These early mt>deis changed 
[he old clock company's deiidt of S33.2S6 

m 1935 toaprofilofS22B33in 1936 and 

the- March year end figure in 1937 wy^ a 
positive t465^e0. 

Beginning in 1937, a series of new mod- 
el; wa^ introduced, each designed lo 
mtel special marketing requirem?nt:>. 

In 1937, bu^mess was booming for 
Hammond despite anoiher si u mp i n the 
general economy. The company was 4lill 
selling clocks, buc it was apparent Ihal 
organ^wDuldbcasul^itaniial pan of the 
rompany's business, so the company 
name wa? changed lo the Hammond 
In^iru merit Company to cover any dddi- 
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tronal products which mijjht bemddein 
the future. An additional plant Wii^ put 
into production an Chicago's Bloom- 
ingdale Avenue and a warehouse leased 
on George Streel, 

The two Hammond "Men of ihe Vear" 
coutd hardly have been so described ai 
the lime. Tbomds Ceoige's efforts lo 
perfect an organ thai generated lane 
from ladio vacuum tubes had reached 
one stage oNruiti on and he had applied 
for a patent- Bjl finding no manufac- 
turer rushing to him with markerfng 
plans, he came to Hammond for a job- 
His period of seri^ice lo the company 
e:(lended over a period df ^cven years 
until he resigned m 1943. After years ol 
negotiations, he eventually succeeded 
in having his organ built and marketed 
under his given name nf Thomas. Some 
20 years laler, he relumed ro the Ham- 
mond fold in Ihe roie o( a consullflnt. 
|The Thomas Organ Companv is no 
longer in existence.) 

The othei' new employee who joined 
ihe Hammond ilaff in 1937 was |ohn A. 
Volkobef, who started as an office boy. 
In 1%5, he was named president of 
Hammond O^gan Company when 
Sorenaen became chairman of [he board. 

Th? lerm "routine" might have been 
applied to rhe Hammond business in 
1937 until, one day, a "lime bomb" 
communication was received. It was a 
so-calted slipuJalion from the Federal 
Trade Commission asserting thai cerrain 



sidlemenis in Hammond advertising were 
not completely accurate, 

The complaint, in general, said that the 
Ha m mo nd i n srru me nt was not an " organ" 
and thai it could not produce an "infi- 
nite number" of tonal variations. Laur- 
ens Hammond, more ihe self-effacing 
and quiet inventor than a public pugi- 
list, nevertheless decided lo fight. He 
was a pariicipani in one of ihe most 
amaiing events m the ht&loiy of music. 

The FTC had decided to have an impar- 
lia] panel Nsten lo s $75,000 pipe organ 
and a S2,600 Hammond instalFation to 
determine whether the panellsis could 
tcii the diffcFCncc, Player^ of both 
instruments were hidden from ^iew by 
screens and the Hammond speaker 
cabinets were concealed among the 
organpipesattheUniversity of Chicago 
Chapel. 

A pariel of 15 students and 15 profes- 
s^ionsl musicians wa^ asked lo record 
whether it was the pipe oigan or the 
Hammond electnc organ Ehar wa^ being 
played In a number of test pieces. That 
these furor5 were wrong mthejransv^er^ 
ten times oui of .30 was inrilcarfon enough 
Thar the Hammond had carved if<;elf a 
permanent mchc in the musical instru- 
ment fn? Id. A year later the JTC d?d*:fed 
that the company could rull its mstru- 
ment xn organ but must desist Irom 
claiming an intmde number of lones- 

tor, aher alF, it could produce only 

253,000,000 tones! 



A^falr^ oi The company wpre noi grcaily 
disturbed in 1940, although The year was 
marked with recagniHor n* Laurens 
Hamn-ionH's etecironic organ al TWO ui 
Ihe hiphesl ^cienlif rr and induslrlal lev- 
els. He was 4Wdrded ihe Trankliri In^Ti- 
liile'^ John Price WeTherell medal and 
the Nalicnjl Awociation ol Manufac- 
luiej'&' Modern Pioneer Aw-ard. 

Pearl Harbor year of 1941 mafted the 
end of Hammond'^ civiliar^ prnducTion 
(or ihe duration, a^ H did for lio many 
others. Americd'^ enlry into the war put 
Hamniond into ihe military produclior 
"front lines". Ho^evef . a limrled run of 
eleciric alarm docks was produced, und 
aboul 1,400 "Gl" elecrtii: organs were 
ir^dde fur service peisonn«lon ship and 
shore around (he world. Many ol ihese 
organs, containing [he mechjani^m of 
the Church ModeJ D with l[^ rhorus 
generator (produced in 1939-19^2), tan 
siill be seen in the wartime cablne^s ai 
army po^is, m hospitals and aboard 
na^al vessels performing Their leligious 
and pnlerlainmenl functmns. 

DuringThe warperrod. Hammond leased 
a Ravenswood Avenue plar^l for war 
work and a building on Oakley At'enue 
For research and devclopmentr The 
comp^nv designed and manufaclured 
nidiiy of (he flight control sy^lemi for 
Blidebonib!^andfor(heNorthrup Flying 
Wingr h developeci and gaue lo the ail 
force a IliBht palh iimuialor computer 
for training glide bomb pilol^. Al^o 
iJeviiloped by Uuieni Hammond and 
his engineers were infrj-red Jnd lighl- 
sensing devJceii ior bomb guidance, n 
n cw type gyroscope fr>r control liystemB, 
^ mechanical shutter for high speed 
aerial cameras, 3 simple and inexpensive 
bank and Turn rndiraror, and a "Throw 
away" device for detern-iciiing a plane'? 
alrilude The latter apparaiik^w^*! dropped 
uul oE Ihe planejerniElin]^ ^ radio signal 
until iicrashed into the ground or Lvaier. 
The elapsed lim« oi iaU uvould indicate 
the plane's altitude. 

The Bfoomingdaie Avenue woodivork- 
ing plant buill the cabinets for [he"Gl" 
organs and ihen worked under a 
government contract supplying coffins 
for the remaindi?r of |he lime. 

The Hammond Organ sang many a ^ong 
of reverence and camaraderie during 
WorJdWarf], One, mounted on a iruclf, 
traveled the lenglh -ind breadth of the 
island of New Caledonia in ihe South 
PdCJfif,. Astonished naiives, knowing 
nothing but the sound ot their rrlbal 



druni?,^cameauf of the bush to listen in 
svondermeni In cold Aleuiian island 
outposts, the Hammond ivas hedrd in 
chapetsand recreation halls. It launched 
iiship in Seal lie, relieved monotony for 
troops at gun batteries on ihe West 
Coast, and played for memorial services 
fur Pcesideni Roosevelt on Okinawa 
only two weeks alter The invasion. 

Wherever there was a Hammond, ihcie 
vuai never a shortage of men lo play 

El pianlstsamong the troops had linJe 

difficulty mastering Ihe technique of the 
electric oJgan. Many sent money home 
regulaHy Ihroiighoul Iheir service to 
buHd a fund for buying an organ after 
the war. 

following VJ Day, the Hammond Com- 
pany quickly converted hack To civilian 
production, Ihe organ was greatly 
improved alter the war, incorporaling 
manv additions. Most signi(icdni of the 
reaiuresol the ne^ organ was ihe vibrato^ 
an eitea that had been difficult to 
achieve despite many aiiempts. The 
vibraio was available on buih home and 
church models from 1946 on, and in 
1949, was improved so that \t could be 



u»d on both manuals simuluneously or 
on eiiher manual separately. 

Also inlmduced in 1949 was a concert 
organ, the Model RT. Thb instrument 
mcorpnraied a unique pedal iolo sys- 
tem wiih separate volurne control. 

The growth in organ sales and diversity 
of product line since iheendof the war 
had increased the company s need for 
additional office and production spate. 
As a solution, the Hammond Company 
purchased a building at 4200 Diwersey 
Avpnup ThaTn later enlarged, still serves 
as the main oftire of the company. 

The yea r 7949 requires a place ol its own 
in the annals of rhc mcjdern organ 
industry *or it marked a iurnir»H point in 
the conception of holh market and 
product. 

Previously, Hammond Organ models 
and those of compelTtors had not been 
designed prirnarily for The home. Since 
many Hammond Organs were going 
into homes, Hammond management 
again led theindubfrym dandudingthat 
an untapped maikei lay in plain sjght— 
the aveiage American home. 
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The Hammond staff invenled, de&fgned 
rind bufJT tKp "CindereWa" or^dn and 
f^v, 11 TransfDrmed into (he rtfi^^niny 
prlnfPis of ihp mdusiry. The re*v pro- 
dun wa« The Hammond Spinel Model 
M, 

Those who 5 aw the new sp+net organ 
recognJEed ihat iu 4iic--sfiphlly ^malfer 
ihaT> ttie JJTil Harrrmond Model A— wfl5 
perfeLlly diniensloriedJor a modern liv- 
ing rocm or gdmt room. And ihprp wa? 
no need (or addilionril ipace foi ampli- 
fying and aptatei eqiiiftrnent, Inf these 
were dll hou>>ed in iheconioie. Theiilyl- 
in^ wai lunnliunal dnd dthdc^llvp, ihe 
muajc was "re&f o(gan" and [he pjire 
was n,Jb5"OnJy t3S more than the 
Hammond oi more than a dozen yeari 
earlier. 



The Hammond spinet had an\v 44 key% 
onejchof ilslwomaniidMmfeadollhe 
^ilandard 61. The many pulenlial buyers 
wer€ noi dlimayed, they wanled Of Ran 
mus'c in iheir hamesj and here \X was! 
They learned lo pla\ wilh ihe iwo man- 
udhandllie12-nolepedfllbDiird.... [hey 
fearneil to pUy for iheir own pleaiure- 
,,..lh<?y learned lo play to-- the enTer- 
lammenJoflheir friends. Many became 
skilled or^anhlv And I raded in the spineJ^ 
for larger and more versfltile Hammond 
modehr 

The ipinei. like all of (he Hammond 
Organs, was "built like a battleship". 
Small chufchc? bought them and large 
churches used rhcm in their chapels. 
Ami, fbc ultimate compliment, Ham- 



mond^ competitors qui fUy rushed their 
o^n smaller sized nr^ansontoihe market 
in imitation nf rhr leader. Within sin 

years, Hammond sold more spinpTSThan 
all ol" Ihe organs n had previously 
produced 

The ^pjnet brought friends ar>d npigh- 
bor^ togelhei.The^e meelfngs oi'Ham- 
JTiund Org^n owners led lo ihe ipon- 
uneou^ lormjiion of Hammond Organ 
Soi:ieties lor fun and reldKaiion. Su 
en(huiiii4licondoc[iveweieibe!iemiEidl 
Kdmmond Organ Societies ih^ir iheie 
jrcstill hundreds of iheieclubi in active 
partidpaEion across the country. 
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For snyune ^ho may have asked, "how 
mu(^ Eimpler can an argan be." Ham- 
mond had an a n^wer rhe very nem ycar- 
-the 'im "chord organ" Anyone couM 
learn ia piay in simple j^^hion in s lew 
minules, Sosimpledrid pi^cEical wa^ lhi% 
new Hdnmond that a w^ole markel 
area cpened up, Wiih i|& ^Implkiiy and 
ditfacilve price of only S975. many 
hojse holds began lo weigh a Hammond 
Org^n agaJREi a piano. It wns meant to 
be ployed for fun and nai a^ an Insiru- 
mcnf for producing irained organic*;. 

The Chord Organ tModd S) had a sin- 
gle, three-octave keyboard wirh 37 keys 
In addition il had s punel at i^G buirnn>i 
producing selected chords when d bul- 
Inn was depressed wrih a ffnger oi the 
lefl hand, h al^^i conlainetT two foot 
pedals that selected the "(OQl" rote or 
!he "fifth" note of any chord played. 

To make things even easleJ" fof new 
learners, special sheet music was deve- 
loped. Playing the Hammond Chord 
Organ became as easy as reading an 
ordrnary road map or, for many map- 
pii/zted motorists, far easrer. 

The sounds of the Hammond Chord 
Organ originated, nat m the electro- 
mprhflnrcal lound generitor of stand- 
ard Hammonds, but in efeclronjc vacuum 
lubes. In jact.pan i^fihe clfcuiiry of rhe 
Soluvos wds bulll into ihe newproduci. 

Millions of dollars were spcni In adver- 
tising to bdng people iniodejleri'siures 
ta try the spinel and chord organs for 
ihemselvps. Dealers nffpred ^ fimited 
numher of free lessons to buyers In the 
manner popularized and proven sue- 
cesslul long before with The jievL^ini; 
mJchine- 

Renhzing ihst the leachers of these new 
arean owners would bt the besi of all 
poii^ible :ipokesmen for the company, 
Kdmmond ter up i progcam of teacher 
workshop? in 195T undor the direction 
of Pnrrer Heaps. Two hundred one-dav 
teacher ineflingi were held over a 
Ihree-yesr period for some 6,000 music 
leachers. The\ were taught methods for 
ovefcominB^nylackofconfJdenccHofiet^ 
common lo beginners, and ways to 
mainiarn their Inrlial enthusiasm as they 
progressed into more complex a venues, 

Hammond continues, and constantly 
improves, irv many-faoered programs 
for organ teacher*. Since Iti beginning, 
Hammond Organ has relied heavily on 
iheadviceandsupporl of music teachers 
and piofessiunal mu^icijiis. New mod- 
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els are subjected ic the crltrcism* and 
iuRgestion^ of paneh of the^e expertSr 

In 1953 the company name wa^ changed 
lo the Harnmond Organ Company, fo 
handle the company's mounting volume 
of busjjie&s with more efficiency, a 
building with ground area for parking 
and fuiure expansion was purchased in 
Chicago's western suburb of Melro&e 
Park in 1955, In the period f olio wir^g the 
introductiori of rhe spinel organ, Ihe 
company concenlraled its eflorls on 1 he 
rebnemem of its products, raihej than 
the development of new products. 
However, il was soon realized thai the 
comperiifon was quickly growing and 
profits available from the growing market 
would only be maintained with The 
rnt reduction of newer and more advanced 
organ models. 

Steps were taken lo broaden the com- 
psny'i disliibution base through Ihe 
gradual ei^pansron of it^ dealer ourleis 



and with particular emphaji^ on the 
establishment pf Hammond Organ Slu- 
dios. In the liame period, greater emphasps 
was placed on oul-of-sTortr promolicins 
in recognition of the f^ci ihai relatively 
(ew people were aware of the existence 
of organs for the home or, if ihev were 
aware. Ihoughi of the organ as some- 
thing loo diff icuh to play and therefore, 
not suitable for them, ihi* was the 
beginning ol the "outside promo" and 
the "easy play" theme for seifmgorgans 
which dominaiei selling in the industry 
today. 

For much of Its organ product IHe, the 
company W3^ unchallenged. It wa^ the 
industry that it had created. Electric 
org^n was synonomous with ihp name 
Hammcndandlis tone wheel generator 
that by its very nature could never gel 
out of tune. Hammond became * woid 
in diel^onarjes, encyclopedias and teil 
book^. 



(n 1955, rhe flrsr percussion wa? intrq- 
duced on fhe Models B-3X-3, RT-5and 
lheM-3 Hammond percussion became 
world-famous, espedally in rhe jazz 
idiom. The emphasis o^ The serond and 
rhird hamiDnict with control of Ihe 
volume and decay, enabled organislS" 
profe^:4iundl dnd ngvite alike—lo create 
a multitude ol new sounds. The MacJel 
B-3 £ifll holds the record as ihe Jar}{es( 
^dliriK i.onaule model organ in ihe 
industry. 

Although the concept of reverbEralion 
occurred to Laurent Hammond in 1939, 
li wa4 tiQi until 1959 ihac Ihe newly deve- 
loped dry rt^verberation unii wd^ per- 
fected to provide a truiy practical solu- 
tion to enhance thii parilcular ai-ca oi 
rone reproducFion, Prior fo thi^ time, 
the neccwity oi u^ing oil filled tubes 
prohibited ihe use of reverberalion rn 
organ consolfs—lhp reqijrred mechanism 
could orkly be coniained in organ lone 
cabinet^. 



^960-"the turn of the decade" is 
rememhsred for an event snd an rnno- 
vation that vastly broadened the audience 
and »he market tor ihe Ha mmond Of gan. 
Dedir^Eed to the public at Chicago':* 
world renowned Museum of Science 
and Induslry wasane*ten5i%'e and elab- 
orate Hammond ehhibil on ihe physics 
of ^ouridandthearl of music Daily ove'" 
succeeding year& thousands of school 
children and adulc^ operdied the auto- 
mated dispfays to make vJEual and audi- 
ble the waves of aif and the waves of 
eleclficity [hat make the music that man 
has always loved, 

Laurens Mammon J believed fn manage- 
ment succession hy intent rather than 
bjological accident- In 1555, he relin- 
quished the presidency to devote him- 
self entirely no research. On February 12, 
1960, without fanfare or public fare- 



wells, he retired aa a director and board 
chairman 3X the age of 65. Soien^en 
once characterised Lduren^ Hammond 
as dn id eal manager. WhW "Here tied on 
people." Laurens Hammond spent h|^ 
retirement years Jn Cornwall, Con nEcii- 
rutr Hammond, the holder of 110 U. S. 
Patents died on Tuesday, July 3, 1972. at 
the age of 78, 

Even without his Teadership, Hammond 
had founded and established 3 com- 
pany that continued to prosper and 
change wrth the rimes. The derade of 
theslnt^es produced several noteworthy 
advancements totheorgan industry and 
to the Hammond Company 

In 1^60, the first seff-contained console 
Model A-1 00 was introduced. To many, 
this was the first time that they could 
have most of Ihe fp^itures of the B-3 
without the need lor external amplifier 
and ipe^^ei equlpmenL. 
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The firsr ped«ial design, the >:-6fi was 
inlfoduced in 1965, This ladfcdl new 
Took wa^ an ovcfnrghT sensation. The 
tim composite Tone gerprairiT orgdn in 
Iht JndusEry wjlh lonebar* and eler- 
tronic tab^ treated new and unique 



n* 11-66' 

sounds. The X-6G, with an up-io-lhen 
unheard oi price of $10,000, proved 
ei'ireinely popular nul only *ilh enlpr- 
tajners of iKe ^ixiies, bul manv hon>e 
organisiialso wan:td one for iheir qwn. 



The sialics also produced ihefir^t Ham- 
mond with i huili-in Leslie Speaker. 
Now The Tone whidi had long been 
iiesiredbythenovlcecould be Included 
in a hqme organ wllhout ibc need for 
the laigetonecabinei- 
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1970 tn(roduced the iit^i aulnmaTrr 
chordirginBlTumeni inllieicidu^Try.ihe 
fiper Au [□chord*'. Like it^anceiifjf,'he 
Hammond Chord Oi^at^. Ihe Piper was 
a single keyboard in^uumenl designed 
specifically iar ihe nun-pldying hobby- 
i^r Thp Pifff r didni have any pedaJs and 
itdJdn'rfo^'u re chord buiiDn;.— iniiead, 
ihe playrraniifllly played a chord which 
in lurn played an sulomaiic basi parr 
with the appropr<ale rhylhmic ac- 
companimenl. 

Along wirh ihe Pi per, came another new 
mdrbcTlng concept from Hdrrimond. A 
group of PfpPfPiiP'i \va^ retruiied and 
irained by Roscm,iry Bailey. The^cyouriR 
ladies were evideni in ^Imosi every 
shoppinRmall, h-imeshowororher place 
where mulfiludes of peopie gnihprpd, 
ThePiptrivdsiKeinstfiimenl which was 
ihe founder of mass merchandising In 
the or^an bubinei^—aiiludllv a devel- 
upfin'in dnd tunlinualion of the tech- 
niques which were !>lai led (wpniv ye^rs 
earlier wiih ihe Hdmrifurid Chord OrRan 

Overihe year*, many changes beset the 

Hammond Company as it continued the 
growth which created an mltrnalional 
company [o di^iribiiie and bupld pro- 
duel [hrojghoiii ihe world marvel As 
tho technology chdngtfd, J very gradual 
re-alignmpni of (arlliilcs kcpi pace with 
(he streamlined produdion techniques 
being irksiltuied. 

By 1972, the Hammond Company had 
changed signiMcanlly. The originiil 
(nnpwheni invr-ntion was becoming 
obsolete. I he nev^ly <ieveloped LSI (large 
scale inte^r^led crrruil) technology was 
creating new sounds, in less space ^nii 
for a lower cost. The fir^r organ \*ith 
thiftP new ddvdndeinenls was the spinel 
model called [he'Phoerin". which wa^ 
followed later thai year by ihe new 
deluxe console, the "Concorde ". 

STjJie-of-the-artlechnolngy was evident 

at iht Diveriey At'enue facility and tlie 
other Hammond plani^.Theionewheel 
assembly lines were becoming more 
and n^ore obsolete. By 1975, the U&l oE 
thefoncwheel organs were biding built. 
The end of Hinera-'the final run of B-3's 
rolled of J The assembly line. 

5ir)ce the lonewheel gencr^ior was no 
longer produced, 19'6 saw the close of 
the Melrose Park facility where Hnal 
ai^embly h^d always been the prime 
activity. Final assembly wa^ moved to 
the Diver^ey f^cilily. The Bloommgdale 
Averiue woodworking facility, the same 
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plant that manufectu red organ cabinpi^ 
before W'jrid W-ir 11. as well as dock 
cdse^ and coffins, was lonR ouidated. 
The replacement solution was loopen s 
ne^i, highly advanced woodworkinp 
FacilJiy in5ikeston,Missouri--oneoi iHe 
most modern wooilworking planii in 
rhe United States. During 197fl. the 
phase-oui of ihe Bloomingdale Avenue 
planr and the pha^e-in of the SIkesion 
Woodworking Plant was accomplished 

In 1971, [he need for it product service 
and parts warehouse was realised whh 
the opening oh he Pranklln Park facility. 
Expanded quarters were required In 
1974 and once af^ain m ^3&^. All p^rt^ 
and proriuft in^^enlnry are now ware- 
housed m fhis location, 

The industry a^ known by Laurent 
Hamn>ond was entirely different. Many 
oF the I'ddiliundl [ealure^-'Tonehiir^, 
reverie-cob red presets, etc -were still 
mainiained, however the lone was created 
by Ihe ial«l lethnology. Al one point, 
Ihe Hammond Company even iried mass 
merchandising Techniques by market- 
ing the Hammond Sounder for under 
$500 not only in music stores, but through 
discount and catalog nuileis, 

rjurlng ihf mid 70'b. Hammond Organ 
becan^eapjrtofThe Marmon Croup of 
Companies. During ihis high-tech era. 

the adiranlages of being a part ot a large 
conglonii»rate were realized... operat- 



ing a5 an autonomous division nf The 
Marmon Ljroup, [he l-lamn^ond Organ 
Company was now under the leadership 
ot the current President, Mr, Donald R, 

^auvey. 

Mr. Sauve^'sgCial wastirst and foremost 
lo return quality control lo the ''burlt- 

like'd'baltlnhip reputation thai was 
started Jn 1934, ^ei mainlam and iijrthtr 
develop Ihe falesl technological 
advancements in engineering and 
manufacturing. Thai these goals are 
continually being realized is evideni in 
ihe development of features such a^ 
''Compose-A-Chord"and the manuiac- 
lurfng rerhnlqups ^o apparem in The 
printed circuit board assembly division. 

Several of the latesr chapters of hisrori- 
rol significance in The Hammond Coni- 
pany revolve aroi:nd Ihe acqu*^irion of 
two very imporlan; companies in the 
induitrv Thp Cibbs Manufacturing and 
Research Conipany.makersDl ihe lead- 
ing reverberation unit used throughout 
not only the organ industry but the 
entire mu^ic indusiry, ber.amp. a pari of 
the Hammond family under the Accu- 
tronics iiij^thead. Also a pari of Accu- 
tronics, Inc.. is the printed circuit board 
division which uses all of the iaiesr up- 
ln-thp-minu"e pquipmeni to produce 
PC" bnards for l-*ammiind Organ and its 
subsidiaries as well as other industrial 
i»|p^tronic hrn>s. 
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5hrn-rly afier rhp intention oi iKg Ham- 
mord Orf-^n, an rndppendent Invi^iitor 
ndi-npd Diiii Leshe began designing a 
speaker cabinet ta Dvercf>mf' his di^ap- 
pDJrlmtMl wilhi ihe sound of The Ham- 
mund Organ he piiirhji'ieri in 1937. 
Upon rti ailing ihal Tlie acouiiik* at The 
org^n were markedly rmproved when 
uved in Urge lialh, he be^an e-*perj- 
mcniintl ^iTh i&urid reve^beEation jnd 
Eound mDtr[}n u* duplicate ihe "h^ll 
efTecT. The iound ihal h o'ltn imUaied^ 
but n«vi;rJup]iL.dledi<i indeed a jniqj^ 
mairiagc between ihe Hammond anJ 
Le£lie rounds. Fleciro Music, make; ol 
Le^llp speaker;, became d pjri oi the 
Hammond utnbreltd underiisAccution- 
ics DiviEJon in l%0, 

A5 engmeermg ad van tcmenis continue 

rn l(^ap^ and hnunds, n i& ihe imen' of 
the Hsnimonrt Company lo siep boldly 
in rhf lirld of nrw rcrhnoloEy..,,. highly 
computerized wifh The mirMJurl7atiori 
of JniprrtJHl romponpril' . .while rCiam- 
inj^ many ol ihc rr^dilional characleris- 
tics ol Jhe Drigin^l Hammond SoJnd 
which La jfcn* Hammond pursued from 
ihevery begmmngso^ hisrievefnpmpnT. 



Asan Iniernaiional company, Hammond 
Organ \i well ftpre^enied aud well- 
known (hroughoul ihe enlire woild. 
Hammond Orj^.inizdke found in some of 
Ihp mo^rremolcdrca^of Ihejonglenthe 
polar ref;ions of the noi i h dnd aouih and 
Uteralfy rvprywhere else ihai man 
in habits. 

(nadHlTloniothetiicilities in ihi- United 
States. 1%4 5aw ihe lounding of Ham- 
mond Organ (LJ. K.) Limited locdted in 
Milton Keynes, jus( outiide ot london. 
Hammond Org^n U. K. handles dl:iiri- 
bulion Throughout ihe United Kingdom, 
(n 196^, Hfimmnnd Inlernational, Can- 
ada Ltd. was founded lo di'.trlbuic and 
now mannf^cTure the complere line oF 
Hammond Organs m Toronlo. A parT- 
nershipwiihSakdisShokfli Lid. of O^aka, 
|apan< crealed the Nihon-Hammnnd 
Limited Comtianv in 19^0-a joint ven- 
TUre which supplies organs ihroughnul 
much of Lurope snd ihe Far East. 

The Iflrp.^r distribution Jadllly,Hdmmund 
Organ AuslralU- was opened in ^W^ 
Through rhcEc Harnmond lnternaTicir>al 
Companies and iKg network nEdi^iribu- 
Lor^hfp^esiflbli^hrd bv f hem world-wide, 
Ihe name Hammond tnnrinues lo be 
known and respecledaroundrhc world. 



The Hammond Organ Elorv began in a 
I oft over an Evamton groctrry ^tore. 
Owner-* and players range over all areas 
of Amencan li(e-*orme: presidenii. 
baseball players, famouF nnTcitainers, 
ihe many prole^sional organists ihat 
hdvcplayt'd hammnnd Organs over rhc 
pas' fitly years and ol course, the mutn- 
tudp uF home and hobby ot(ii*nisis which 
have developed an a rtiruk ol rhe over 
1. 000,1100 Harnmond Organt which have 
bocn manufaclured and iold sinre ihai 
fir^i Hammnnd Model A made iis 
appearanccai (he U. S. Patent Ollicem 

The Compjnv ihai tjeaied an indu^fry 
with '.hv invention ol (lie Hammond 
Organ in 1934 hji developed into an 
effecTJvely integraied ard diversified 
or^ani7aiion which enjoys ^ wuild-wrde: 
reputflMon for (he high quality Ol Iti 
proHiKi^. And II j^ plonning for ciui- 
linued grGWih, boih Through new pro 
duirl^develci|i*-d by i(s prose moiganka- 
lion jnri through ihe acquisihon L>f 
additional companies. Its po^enii^l- 
-virTually uiiLimited! 



HAMMOKD^' ORGAN., .ollenimiuied, 
never duplitafed! 
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